
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
Child, Youth and Family Services Branch 

 
              NUTRITION SERVICES DIVISION            

              MANAGEMENT BULLETIN No. 01-219 
 
TO:  

 

Public and Private Sponsoring Organizations of Day 
Care Homes Participating in the Child and Adult 
Care Food Program 

 
ISSUE DATE:  
March 2002 

 
ATTENTION: Agency Directors 
 
SUBJECT:  California Definition of Elementary Schools 
 REFERENCE: California Education Code 

 
 
This Management Bulletin clarifies what constitutes an elementary school for the purpose of 
classifying day care homes as either Tier I or Tier II for reimbursement through the Child and Adult 
Care Food Program.  
 
California Education Code Section 52001 (i) defines an elementary school as “any school 
maintaining two or more of grades 1 to 6, inclusive.”  Consequently, free and reduced price meal 
data from schools maintaining grades higher than 6 may be used for classification purposes, as 
long as at least two of the grades are 1 to 6.  For instance, data from a school with grades five 
through eight could be used for tiering classifications, whereas data from a school with grades six 
through eight could not. 
 
This definition and guidance are effective immediately for both new providers and providers being 
reclassified at the end of their three-year eligibility period. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact your local Nutrition Services Division Representative, 
the Nutrition Services Division at (800) 952-5609, or John Copley, Program Analyst, Program 
Resources, Education and Policy Unit, at (916) 323-6631 or jcopley@cde.ca.gov. 
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